CHAPTER   XV
THE   CRUSADES   OF   PIERRE   I   DE
LUSIGNAN:   CAPTURE   AND   LOSS
OF   ALEXANDRIA
Object of the crusade. Choice of Alexandria and causes. Arrival, land*
ing and preliminary skirmishes. The Egyptian system of defence. En-
trance of Christians into city and flight of inhabitants. Massacre and pillage.
Evacuation of city. Effect of news in Europe. Negotiations for peace.
Raids on Syrian coast. Results of the Crusade
THE central event in the reign of Pierre I de Lusignan and,
indeed, in the whole of the history of the crusade in the
fourteenth century, was the capture and loss of Alexandria
in 1365. It is difficult to exaggerate the magnitude of its
consequences on the relations between East and West in
the Later Middle Ages in general and on those between
the realms of Cyprus and Egypt in particular. The sack
of a city as flourishing and as strong as Alexandria naturally
produced consternation among Muslims and brought joy
to the hearts of Christians. On the other hand, it em-
bittered the Sultans against the Kings of Cyprus, for whom
they held in store a punishment exceeded only by the
complete suppression of the Armenian monarchy.
The preparations for the crusade, as has been shown in
the previous chapter, were completed in September 1365,
and the Christian fleet was anchored at that time in the
waters of Rhodes. The plan of the campaign, though
probably drawn up with some precision by the King and
his most trusted advisers and companions such as Pierre
de Thomas and Philippe de M^zieres, remained a closely
guarded secret until the crusaders were on the high seas.
The King's faith in the Italian units of his contingents was
small, and his fear that they might betray his cause by
warning the Sultan as to the object of the expedition in
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